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Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin, 04.10.18 JOH 17,20-26 
“LOVE IS ALL AROUND”  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to take part in this evensong in Christ Church! We have come 
together as Irish and Norwegians to express the unity we share in Christ.  
 
I am very pleased and honoured to worship together with the two archbishops of Dublin: 
Michael from Church of Ireland and Martin from the Roman Catholic Church.  
 
Our visit to Ireland is part of the celebration of the 950th anniversary of Bjørgvin diocese in 
Church of Norway. On this occasion, we are glad to manifest the bonds that unite us with 
Ireland. We are well aware of how important the Irish were in bringing us the gospel more 
than 1000 years ago. Now we are here to say “Thank you” for this precious gift! 
 
Love actually 
 
Let me start with a little quiz. From which movie are these opening words:  
 
“Whenever I get gloomy with the state of the world, I think about the arrivals gate at 
Heathrow Airport. General opinion's starting to make out that we live in a world of hatred 
and greed, but I don't see that. It seems to me that love is everywhere. Often, it's not 
particularly dignified or newsworthy, but it's always there - fathers and sons, mothers and 
daughters, husbands and wives, boyfriends, girlfriends, old friends. 
When the planes hit the Twin Towers, as far as I know, none of the phone calls from the 
people on board were messages of hate or revenge - they were all messages of love. If you 
look for it, I have a sneaky feeling you'll find that love actually is all around.  
 
I guess many of you know the right answer: This is the opening of the movie “Love Actually”, 
from the year 2003. In Norway, it is shown on television every Christmas.  
 
Why is this movie so popular? I think the answer is rather simple: “Love actually” is actually a 
movie about love – how people find love in different ways and relationships; and love never 
loses its fascination.  
 
Love actually is all around, and love is our deepest concern and desire. When love is found, 
there is happiness and smiles. When it is not found, or lost, there is grief and sometimes 
tears. 
 

The Holy Trinity 
 
What is love? Where do we find its roots?  
Love is not our invention. We do not create love. Love is something we “fall into”. Love is an 
eternal reality. It has always existed. The universe is created out of love, created by God who 
himself is love not only in his actions but also in his very essence. God not only loves – God is 
love. Being love is more and deeper than just loving. 
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In the first letter of John, we find this definition of God: “God is love”. This leads us to the 
doctrine of The Holy Trinity. When God is love, and when love is all about relations, there are 
relations within God. God is not a solitary being, but a union of three in one: Father – Son – 
Holy Spirit. This union is the deepest mystery of Christian Theology.  
 
Here we also find the greatest difference between Christianity and Islam. In Islam God rules 
in oneness, completely alone, in sovereign majesty. In Christianity God is three in one, 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, a united family. Because love is relational. 
 
Probably the most famous visual depiction of the Trinity is the Icon by Andrej Rubljov, 
painted around the year 1410. This church has a new and beautiful version of that icon, and 
let us have a closer look: 
 

 
 
The tree persons of the Trinity are sitting around a table, the Father to the left, the Son in 
the centre, and the Spirit to the right. They are united within a circle, and they relate to each 
other, in constant and loving communion.  
 
The Son points to the chalice of Eucharist, which contains his blood, his gift of love, his 
offering for the salvation of the world. The Father raises his right hand in a gesture of 
blessing, accepting and receiving he Son’s sacrifice. The Spirit with his prolonged finger 
points to the open space at the table, inviting the spectator – you and me – to find our place 
in Holy Communion with God, and even within God. 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Angelsatmamre-trinity-rublev-1410.jpg
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This icon is a picture of love, this is the ultimate love with no beginning and no end. The 
Triune God invites us, not as servants but as loved friends, into their own communion.  
 
This communion is what Jesus is praying for in today’s reading from the gospel of John, 
chapter 17, where he prays to his father that his disciples “… may all be one. As you, Father, 

are in me and I am in you, may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have 

sent me. The glory that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we 

are one, I in them and you in me, that they may become completely one …” 
 
What happens when we are drawn into the communion within God? The love of God has 
precisely the same effect upon us as love always has: When I am with you, God, I am more 
myself.   
 
As we enter the Holy Communion with God, we are not on foreign territory. We are where 
we are meant to be, where we belong, in the house of love. Here the rule of love applies: 
When I am with you, I am more myself.  
 
When we look at the icon of The Holy Trinity, we see that within the unity of the Triune God 
there is no room for division or conflict, no room for anything but love and peace. 
  
Church unity 
 
We who are together within this community with the Triune God, who receive the gifts of 
Holy Communion, are united not only with God, but also with one another. Jesus prays that 
his disciples “may all be one”.  

As a part of their ecumenical engagement, both Church of Ireland and Church of Norway 
take part in the Porvoo Communion between Anglican and Lutheran Churches, which 
includes full communion in both worship and ministry. 

The story of the ecumenical movement after World War II is a love story, not without its 
complications and crises, but still a love story. More and more we discover that we as 
Anglicans and Lutherans, together with all other Christian churches, are on a common 
journey, aiming at the same goal. We are on this journey not only as individuals, but also as 
churches, taking part in the even greater love story that God has going on with the whole 
world.  
 
When we meet these days in Dublin, we discover how we as Norwegian and Irish Christians 
with our different traditions belong together. We have common historical roots. Irish 
Christians preached the gospel to our ancestors here in Ireland, and also in Norway, long 
before and after the 11th century when Norway accepted the Christian faith. 
 

Today we rejoice in and celebrate this Irish and Norwegian community, and we try to 
explore how we may strengthen one another in our life as churches in the service of the 
gospel.  
 
As we are rooted in this gospel – which is love, love and nothing but love, we learn to see 
our different traditions not as problems to be solved, but as gifts. No church will ever be able 
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to realize the wholeness of God’s gifts and blessings. Together we see more and receive 
more of what God wants to give us – through our fellow sisters and brothers. Here too, in 
the ecumenical movement, the rule of love applies: As I am with you, I become more myself.  
 
When we come together as Christians from different traditions and countries, we may not 
always behave with the same enthusiasm as people do at the arrivals gate at Heathrow 
airport, but together we discover, again and again, that love actually is all around. 
 
 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 

 


